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SOAPSTONE MAINTENANCE 

 

Soapstone Is not sealed after leaving our shop because, unlike granite or marble, it is non-porous. Since 

it is non-porous, soapstone does not stain. It should be noted that soapstone is the softest natural stone 

countertop material so it can, and likely will, develop a patina of light scratches, even small chips. 

 

TO maintain the look of their counters, soapstone customers have 3 typical choices for maintenance of 

their soapstone countertops: 

 

1. Leave it dry and untreated: Soapstone typically has a honed surface and can be left dry – it will 

look and act sort of like a chalk board. It will show any moisture as a dark spot until that 

moisture either is wiped up, or it evaporates. Scratches, if they occur may be visible. 

2. A regular routine of oiling the surface: Most customers will apply a light coating of mineral oil 

which brings out and enhances the rich dark colors of the stone and accentuates the contrast of 

veins that are part of the material. The oil covers small imperfections like chips or scratches. 

Most customers will re-oil their counters every few weeks as it wears off. Mineral oil is a non-

drying product and it eventually wipes off, or is carried off of the surface through contact with 

other materials, and cleaning products. 

3. Apply a wax based soapstone sealer: Customers can also apply a product like Real Milk Paint’s 

Soapstone Sealer. Some customers prefer to use the sealer because it does not need to redone 

regularly. Once applied, cured and buffed, its’ sheen will last a very long time. This product is a 

combination of carnauba wax and food-grade walnut oil. Walnut oil is a drying oil. As it takes on 

oxygen it will polymerize or cure. Some find that on extremely busy areas, the sheen lessens and 

a light reapplication in that area alone takes care of it. DO NOT USE THIS PRODUCT IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH MINERAL OIL. 


